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Holy Land Handicraft: carpenters of Bethlehem
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There is a place where the message of Christmas is both purer and simpler than anywhere else in world: Bethlehem, in Palestine, the land where Christmas originated. In Bethlehem lies a Palestinian Christian community, which includes the Holy Land artisans Handicraft, working olive wood (symbol of peace and of Palestinian land) and the mother, to create sacred objects, crosses and cribs. To export their creations, these artisans face every day the hardness of life in the occupied territories, with the transport through checkpoints and additional duties.
 
In these creations can be found the best of 'Christmas spirit': there is Bethlehem, a city symbol of Christmas, and there is the commitment to a small community, a people oppressed who struggle daily for the dignity of their work, and there are no items of great beauty, capable of becoming a significant Christmas gift or to decorate the Christmas tree.
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Dignity, justice, peace and cooperation: values which are found amongst the workers of Bethlehem find in Altromercato Christmas, together with the colors and traditions of all the peoples of the world.
